
Wedding homily #2 

In the venerable tradition of the Orthodox churches so-called “holy fools” are venerated, and often held 

in the highest esteem by the faithful. They are described by historians as mildly eccentric, counter-

cultural and prayerful by their brothers and sisters in the faith. In the eyes of an unbelieving world they 

are perceived as idiots and unworthy to be taken seriously. Yet each one of them, in the light of the 

Christian faith, is a profound witness to spiritual truths not recognized by their contemporaries. Very 

few would deny the sincerity of their beliefs. Bearers of the light of Christ, they draw others to Christ 

and perhaps afford them a wisdom born in eternity, which the secular world cannot possibly appreciate. 

The biblical inspiration for the Holy Fool is the word of Saint Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians: 

“We are fools for Christ’s sake”. Some of the most memorable “fools” are characters in the novels of the 

nineteenth century Russian writer Fyodor Dostoevski. One is reminded of Prince Myshkin (The Idiot), 

Sonia (Crime and Punishment) and Aloysha (The Brothers Karamazov). They are heralded as the heroes 

of the stories. Their naivete and holiness earned the well earned respect and admiration of the people. 

“For the wisdom of the world is foolishness in God’s sight”, exclaims Saint Paul. Christians are wiser the 

more they identify their desires with the plan God has for them. 

 A couple pledging their love for each other in life-long commitment and fidelity today is considered folly 

by the world’s secular elites. Claiming God is the author of the institution of marriage, as Christians do, is 

absurd. Unbelievers reject the supernatural. Marriage today is simply one option and one not preferred 

by many young people in the first quarter of the 21st century. Who can remain faithful and true over a 

lifetime? Is not monogamy outdated?  

To be a foolish lover of Christ a married couple must be counter cultural. Swimming against the current 

is challenging and requires fortitude. One must embrace the mystery of the cross. 

Is not one who willingly surrenders himself to a gruesome death, death by crucifixion, a little crazy? 

My dear young people, you who will soon be joined in Holy Matrimony, your decision to marry may be 

regarded by skeptics as a little crazy. That should be of no concern to you. Over the centuries faithful 

Christians have been unfairly labeled as reactionary, stupid and intolerant. By belittling them, it was 

thought that they would be disheartened and compromise their cherished beliefs. 

It seldom happens 

My honored friends, you are fools for Christ’s sake.  

 

 


